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Automatic Tree and String Based Wrapper Generation
for Semi-structured Documents

YASUHIRO YAMADA t ,DAISUKE IKEDA tt and SACHIO HIROKAWA't

We propose an automatic wrapper generation algorithm to extract contents from semi-
structured documents with a lot of same items. Our wrapper is expressed by paths of the
tree structure and two common delimiters surrounding the item in the path. It can extract
partial strings even if a node contains useless strings. The algorithm separates a page into
templates and contents using optimal cut point (n,a%), where n is the length of a substring
and a is the frequency of the substring. The top a% frequent substrings with length n appear
on template parts. Experiments show that the algorithm discards useless substrings which
tree wrappers extract as contents.
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