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In this paper, we propose a method of automatic summarization to produce easy-to-read, infor-
mative summaries of editorial articles. Firstly, the document is segmented hierarchically to form a
multi-layer paragraph structure. Instead of lexical cohesion, associative relations between subjects
are used to measure subject-flow consistency between sentences and between paragraphs. In a
paragraph, the most significant subject-flow stream runs from an introductory subparagraph to
conclusive one through some intermediates. Thus, our system regards this flow as the contextual
main stream of the document. Finally, several sentences which have greater contribution ratio in

the flow are extracted gradually, to form a multistage summary which has maximum consistency.
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