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How to Determine Japanese Verb Classes
—A Case Studuy on Transitive Verbs—

Shinlchi Hatakeyama Hiroshi Sakamoto Tsuneaki Kato Takane Ito
The University of Tokyo

Abstract

In linguistics, Lexical Conceptual Structure (LCS), which is constucted from some semantic primitives,
is used to represent the meaning of a verb. In addition, LCS is used in Natural Language Processing as a
representation format for the verb meaning. However, the problem of how to determine the LCS of a verb is
still disputed. In fact, existing tests for determining the LCS of a verb have some shortcomings. In this paper,
we pin down the problems with the existing tests for distinguishing a causative verb and fiewimgverb,
and propose a better test for it.
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