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A Question-answering System that can Display
Images and Maps as Answers :

Mitsuru SATO and Tatsunori MORI
Graduate School of Environment and Information Sciences,
Yokohama National University

We propose a system that can display not only the answer string of a given question
but also images or maps related to the answer. The system consists of an existing Q/A
system, an image search engine, a geocoding engine and a map API. Images are displayed
when the question is about things like an animal, a plant or a person. Maps are displayed
when the question is about place. Appropriate images or maps are selected by using the
information in the question sentence even if the answer string is related to several different
types of images or location.

The experimental results show that the accuracy of displaying images is 70 percent, and
that of displaying maps is 85 percent under the condition that answer strings are correct.

Moreover, we show a new method that presents a result of the list-type question-
answering on a display simultaneously. A list-type question may have two or more correct
answers. Using the method, a user can compare the answers by seeing listed images, or a
user cankt¢zlll the positional relation among the answers by seeing a map in which all answers
are marked.
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