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Automatic Identification of Function Words

by using statistic features common to many languages
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NHK provides news services in 18 languages, translating Japanese news articles into English
and those ones into other languages. To aid such translation work, we have been developing
a translation example browser that retrieves examples similar to inputs from multi-lingual
news corpora. The browser has to identify function words(or content words) in inputs by
using machine-readable dictionaries to. retrieve appropriate examples. However those
dictionaries are difficult to be prepared for the browser in various languages. This paper
proposes automatic identification methods of function words using statistic features common
to many languages. We conduct a series of experiments in 8 languages, such as Japanese,
English, French, Spanish, Russian, Italian, Indonesian language and Murray language.
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