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Estimating Topic Distribution of Japanese Blogosphere
by Linking Wikipedia Entries to Blog Feeds

MARIKO KAWABA |+ HIROYUKI NAKASAKI ,t
TAKEHITO UTSURO t and ToMOHIRO FUKUHARA 1

This paper studies how to estimate distribution of topics in Japanese Blogosphere, where about 300,000
Wikipedia entries are used for representing a hierarchy of topics. First, in order to estimate whether there
exists at least one blog feed closely related to a given topic, we use the number of hits of the topic keyword
in the blogosphere. We empirically examine the range of the number of hits and conclude that the range
should be 10,000 ~ 500,000. According to our manual evaluation of this range, about 70% of Wikipedia
entries can be linked to at least one blog feed, which partially justifies our claim. Next, we study how to
discover Wikipedia categories with Wikipedia entries, where more than 30 ~ 40% of them can be linked
to blog feeds closely related to the corresponding topic. Through our manual evaluation of the discovered
Wikipedia categories, we can conclude that the proposed technique is effective in discovering categories
linking to many blog feeds that are closely related to certain topics in those categories.
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