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Construction of a virtual school with VRML and Learning Support Systems

SATORU Fuiil,' JUN IWATA,r NOBUYUKI OKAMOTO!
and TADANORI MIZUNOtt

In order to help students study online, we developed ” Typewriting Training System” and
"Mathematics Learning Support System” in addition to ” Web-CALL”. Research on the ef-
fectiveness on these learning support systems has been done so far. The students who had
tried them mentioned that they were very useful but they also mentioned that these systems
were not interesting enough to inspire them to use in their free time. We found there were
some room to improve these systems to make them user-friendlier and to attract students.
Then we have constructed a 3D virtual school in which students can study various kinds of
learning systems. Students can choose the system which they want study while walking in a
3D graphics world written with VRML. Each system is linked with HTML. We added some
events and characters and game scenes to make the system more attractive. Surveys on this
virtual school system by the students showed that motions of characters and events were
interesting and that this system helped them study joyfully, easily and actively.
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