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Communication by Virtual Approaching
and Encountering
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In this paper, we present an environment in which we can communicate with each other, and activate
their intelligent activites eﬁcientl}y by using high-speed communication networks. We discuss a concept
of & virtual space where individuals can communicate, and also introduce a concept of a sphere where
they are capable of listening to and touching by imitating actual meetings. We consider mechanisms not
only to imitate actual conversations among individuals but also to support them with their encountering
strangers. We discuss a concept of distance among individuals which shows the degree of the familiarity
among them. Finally, we would like to present an electronic museum and virtual concert hall as the

appiications.
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