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Application and Development of Distance Learning Supported System

Takashi YOSHINO, Yutaka INOUE, Yuizono TAKAYA
Jun MUNEMORI, Shiro ITO and Yoji NAGASAWA

Kagoshima University, Osaka University

Kyocera Communication Systems Co.,Ltd.

We have developed a supporting system for distance learning classrooms via Internet, which consists of 40
personal computers and inexpensive input equipment. This system may vsupport a classroom, in which a
teacher lectures for students in a remote computer practicing room. In the teacher side, a picture of the
classroom is always displayed, and the teacher is always seen on a screen in the classroom. For questions and
answers a direct connection between the teacher and any student in the classroom can be set up for video and
audio channels. Additionally, this system is equipped with a shared cursor between a teacher and students, a
blackboard system and a note system. Three kinds of distance learning classrooms have been tried; (1)
between Osaka University and Kagoshima University, (2) between two buildings in Kagoshima University,
and (3) within a computer practicing room. In these applications, it has been found that better understanding
may be performed for students by this system and the electronic blackboard system is evaluated to be more
easily watched than a conventional blackboard.
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