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Abstract HyperClass, a system for providing collaborative distance learning through the communication net-
work is presented. This system is based on HyperReality, a concept which combines virtual reality with real
reality. A classtoom is created inside a shared 3D virtual space, and a teacher and student(s) at distant locations
(in reality, their avatars) are brought together as if they were gathering in the real world. 3D objects could be
introduced into HyperClass, and viewed and manipulated both interactively and intuitively. Using this system,
lectures unrestricted to the boundaries of the conventional classroom could be expected. A prototypical system
of HyperClass was constructed, and a series of joint fundamental experiments carried out between Japan, New
Zealand and Australia showed its effectiveness.
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