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Spatial Hypertext

An analysis of incrementally formalizing design information
toward conceptual design analysis tool

Takahiro Hirayama' Kei Kurakawa'

In order to analyze activities in the early stages of design, design arguments are transcribed and
visualized in the format that represents a design-solution-refinement process. However, it is not
easy to structure and visualize the design arguments directly according to the format. Spatial
Hypertext can be an available representation to incrementally formalize structure of a design
argument so as to reduce formalization efforts. This paper reports an analysis of incremental
formalization process with Spatial Hypertext that gives hints to necessary features for conceptual
design analysis tools.
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