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1 Interface for Persons with Disabilities—Forcusing on Visually
Disabled—by Masami SHINOHARA and Osamu MORIKAWA
(National Institute of Bioscience and Human-Technology,
Agency of Industrial and Scientific Technology).
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% IMPAIRMENT: Any loss or abnormality of psychological,
physiological or anatomical structure or function.
DISABILITY : Any restriction or lack (resulting from an im-
pairment) of ability to perform an activity in the manner or
within the range considered normal for a human being.
HANDICAP: Disadvantage for a given individual, resulting
from an impairment or disability, that limits or prevents the
fulfillment of a role that is normal (depending age, sex and
social and cultural factors) for that individual.

%% DISABLED PERSON: Person with one or more impairments,

one or more disabilities, one or more handicaps or a combina-
tion of impairment, disability and/or handicap.
TECHNICAL AID (FOR DISABLED PERSON): Any product,
instrument, equipment or technical system used by a disabled
person, especially produced or generally available, preventing,
compensating, relieving or neutralizing the impairment, dis-
ability or handicap.
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