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The Development and Application of a PDA — based

Interactive Guidance System for the Palace Museum

Jun Munemori. Thai Minh Tri. Daisuke Kamisaka, Takashi Yoshino, *Masaya Chiba
Wakayama University *Institute for Digitization of the Palace Museum

We have developed an interactive location aware system, named as “The Beijing Explorer”. which exchanged a user’s
positioning information and situation to other users through a PDA (Personal Digital Assistant) with built-in wireless I.AN,
Bluetooth communication card and a Bluetooth GPS (Global Positioning System) receiver in real time. Users can see their
positons and chats on the screen of a PDA using the system in real-time. They can also input informal data and take photos
by a CCD camera of a PDA for sharing. The photos can also be viewed on the web later. The system has been tested twice
for the guidance of the Palace Museum (Forbidden City) in Beijing (using Chinese or Japanese). China. The results of

expenments show that the service using positioning data and sharing contents, especially photos are valuable and interesting.
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