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Communication Media Using Geographic
Information for Enhancing Sweethearts’
Vicarious Experiences
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This paper describes novel communication media named “Lovebird’s-Eye” for enhancing affective
communications. Lovebird’s-Eye consists of two subsystems, i.e., “Sweethearts Client” and “Mobile
Sweetheart.” Sweethearts Client is a synchronous chat system for two people that is equipped with
a shared map to let users talk about location-based topics. Mobile Sweetheart delivers a chat log to
a user’s cell-phone when he/she is near a real place where the conversation in the chat log was held.
We conducted user studies with three sweetheart couples for four weeks. As a result, we confirmed
that they talked about their memories related to some places using Sweethearts Client and they
tried to get the logs in the real world using Mobile Sweetheart to vicariously experience there.
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