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European Strategy to Promote Multi—-media
Industry:Communications Policy and
Standardization Strategy

Shuichi INADA

Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications
1-3—2 Kasumigaseki, Tokyo, 100—-90 JAPAN

Multi-media industry will develop to one of the leading industries in the 21st century.
Japan, the United States and Europe now understand this industry is a key industry for the
future. There are several paths to develop multi-media services/products. Approaches taken
by the industries in Japan, the United States and Europe seem to be different reflecting the
differences in competitive position of the related industries. In the United States,
computer software industry and telecommunication services industry are taking initiative. In
Japan, consumer electronics industry initiated and now importance of broadband network
construction is highlighted since the United States is promoting the construction of
information highway. In Europe, development of broadband communication technologies as well
as multi-media service applications such as remote health care, distributed office
environment, and tele-learning are emphasized.

In this article, I will outline the communications policy and standardization strategy in

. Europe where communication industry is a key industry for the development of multi-media

industry.
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