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The standardization of MPEG-4 was started on ISO/IEC succeeding to MPEG-1/2, and considered to be the
promising candidate for next generation multimedia coding standard. This standard focuses on low bitrate
coding, high compression and additional new functionalities, and its application area covers mobile
communications, computer animation, and so on. Furthermore, the MPEG-4 is foreseen to be composed of
four different elements: the syntax called ‘MSDL’, tools, algorithms, and profiles. This structure allows
highty flexible systems which can involve existing standards or new technologies developed after this
standardization. In this paper, we briefly introduce the MPEG-4 standard overview, and report the status of
the standardization including the result of the 1st round test.
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