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Current Status of MPEG-4 Studio Profile
Shinichi Sakaida, Hiroyuki Imaizumi, Yoshiaki Shishikui, Yasuaki Kanatsugu
NHK Science and Technical Research Laboratories

MPEG-4 version 1 (ISO/IEC 14496) has already been finalized as an international standard and version 2 is
now under discussion. The visual part of version 1 features coding efficiency and error resilience functionality
for very low bitrate video coding, and object-based video coding for arbitrarily shaped video objects. The object-
based coding functionality is useful for contents creation environments such as TV studios. In order to use
MPEG-4 in the studio, the standard should be expanded on after version 2 to include high-quality video and
effective handling properties. This paper reports requirements and current status of specifications of the MPEG-4

studio profile, and the results of preliminary experiments in the process of standardization.
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