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How to obtain hierarchical relations (e.g. superordinate-hyponys relation)
between the words is one of the most important problems for constructing a
practical sized semantic dictionary (thesaurus in the wide sense).

A pilot system for extracting automatically hierarchical relations from an
ordinary Japanese language dictionary (in machine readable form) has been
developed. By this system, the hierarchical relations among entry words in
the language dictionary are to be established.

In this paper, the features of the definition sentences in the Japanese
language dictionary, the outline of the pilot system, and the estimation of
the experimental results are discussed.
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