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DESIGN OF A CALLIGRAPHIC CHARACTERS DATABASE

Takeo YAMAMOTO and Ping ZHU*

Department of Library and Information Science
University of Information Science

Tsukuba Academic City, Ibaraki 305, Japan.

A logical design of a database for Chinese characters in classical calli-
graphic texts and for related information is-presented. Throughout the long
history of Oriental calligraphy, a large and complex body of complicated
information has been accumulated on calligraphic works and on characters
contained thereof. Definitions were given for some of the relevant concepts.
By using the Extended Entity-Relationship Model, a conceptual database model
was designeéd which can hold data on each character in classical calligraphic
texts (hojo in Japanese), and which describes relationship among the character
and the calligrapher, the individual calligraphic work, time, publication and
so on. The normalization and integrity constraints were discussed. Textual
and numeric part of the data model was converted to a logical database model
(relational model).
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