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Copyright Protection of Computer Programs in the Context of Network Society

Nachiko Tatsuai
Kobe Gakuin University, Faculty of Law

518 Ikawadani-cho Arise, Nishiku Kobe-shi, Hyogoe 673, Japan

The author suggests three fundamental points which must be taken in account
in discussing the copyright protection of computer programs. On the basis of
such points he analyzes the scope of protection of ' computer .prograns with
specific reference to algorithm, interface specifications and communication pro-
tocols. He also discusses the permissibility of reverse engineering of computer -
programs and development of functionally different or compatible programs based on

the technological information obtained from reverse engineering.
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