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feaning Analysis and ¥eaning Understanding in Natural Language Processing

Satoru [kehara

NTT Network Information Systems Laboratories

From the view point of Constructive Process Theory, traditional meaning theories of
philology are reviewed and new idea for meaning processing is propounded. Thinking the fact
that shapes of objects and speakers’ recognitions are combined to Language expressions,
relations between "Object”, "Speaker's recognition” and "Expression” are considered as
meanings. And meaning processing is segregated into "meaning analysis” that is the process
which designates the rules or conventions used in linguistic expression and "meaning
understanding” that is the process of identifying the recognition of the speaker and the
status of the object that is tied in with the expression

The meaning processing in machine translat;on system ALT-J/E is shown as for an example.
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