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AN EXPERIMENTAL IMPLEMENTATION OF 739.50
FOR JAPANESE BIBLIOGRAPHIC DATABASES
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University of Library and Information Science
1-2 Kasuga, Tsukuba-city, Ibaraki, 305 Japan

An experimental inplementation of 7Z39.50, an ANSI standard for information retrieval, for
two Japanese bibliographic databases, JAPAN/MARC and ULIS-OPAC, is described. The
standard offers "stateful” searches which, unlike conventional WWW-based searches, allow
the server to keep multiple result sets throughout a retrieval session and enables operations
among the sets. The standard also allows for a client application to maintain sessions
concurrently with multiple servers. Potential problems with using Z39.50 for Japanese
language data are also discussed.
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