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Compound Term Extraction for World-Wide Information
Discovery

Takashi KAMBAYASHI, Susumu SHIMIZU, Shin-ya SATO, Kazuhiro KAZAMA
NTT Optical Network Systems Laboratories
3-9-11 Midori-cho Musashino-shi Tokyo

Search engines are generally used when exploring a very large information space, the
Internet. If search engines present users with some adequate related terms, they can easily
specify the search for information resources. In this paper, as related terms which aid
world-wide information discovery, we focus on compound terms that comprise a sequence of
nouns. Moreover, we propose a compound term extraction method. This method organizes
an appropriate document set and extracts compound terms according to their frequencies
in the document set. Results from the our experimentation indicate that the compound

terms are divided into four types and that the documents in a single file-system dlrectory
are a reasonable choice for a document set.
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