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Abstract

Dublin Core, an emerging metadata standard for describing resources on the Web, has already
been translated into more than twenty languages. This paper proposes an architecture for
linking these multiple versions of the standard into a registry. The registry uses the Resource
Description Framework (RDF), an emérging standard for expressing metadata schemas, to allow
these versions to share a single namespace and a single set of machine-readable tokens. The
prototype, implemented as a Java servlet, holds versions of Unqualified Dublin Core in fourteen
languages other than English.
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<rdf:RDF xmlns:rdf="http://www.w3.0rg/1999/02/22-rdf-syntaxns#"
xmlns:rdfs="http://www.w3.0rg/TR/1999/PR-rdf-schema-19990303#"
xmlns:dc="http://purl.org/dc/elements/1.0/">
<rdf:Property rdf:ID= '"'t:l\:le'J -

</rdf:Property>

<rdfs: label>T1t1e</rdfs label>
<rdfs:comment>The name given to the resource, usually by the
Creator or Publisher.</rdfs:comment>

<xrdf:

LoTHz26N5, </rdfs:comment>
</rdf:Property>
. (FDEPOEFZORD) ..

</rdf:RDF>

N k) .. ;
. (ZDEPDEEDTIR) @iﬁﬁ@token %ﬁjm%}_-_
</xrdf :RDF> .
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xmlns: dc—"http //purl org/dc/elements/l 0/">

<rdfs: comment>évf’_| i&ﬁﬁk'—?l HN7ZH . —RRITIIEED L I REEI
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Dublin Core in Multiple Languages

A prototype RDF registry

The Working Group on Dublin Core in Multiple Languages of the Dublin Core Metadata Initiative has decided to link Dublin Core schemas in
various languages into a distributed registry using the Resource Description Framework (see position paper). This prototype was originally
developed by Xu Bo and Thomas Baker at the Asian Institute of Technology in Bangkok, Thailand. It has since been reimplemented by
Mitsuharu N agamori and Shigeo Sugimoto a; the University of Library and Information Science (ULIS) in Tsukuba, Japan. The display of
non-Latin fonts is handied by a Java-based M

uses an earlier form of RDF schemasyntax, which as of August 1999 had not yet appeared in its final, official form. The schemas are based on
the (English) Dublin Core Element Set Version 1.0, which as of August 1999 was about to be superseded by Version 1.1.
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For further information, please contact Shigeo Sugimoto sugimoto@ulis.ac. jp or Thomas Baker thomas.baker@gmd de.
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