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A Study of Information Effect of Human Networking
- Focused on the Complementary Roles of ““Forum”” and Intemet-Activities-
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Kiyohide Higuchi, Waseda University

Abstract

This paper analyzes the personal networks to gather information. Factor analysis and
multiple regression analysis models are used on the data obtained from a questionnaire
administered to 317 people to determine how they acquire information through participating in
informal gatherings (““forums””) and through intemet based activities.

The respondents ~ awareness of the benefits of networking is also paid attention to, as
well as the factors leading to satisfaction or dissatisfaction with the outcomes of networking.

The qualitative analysis of this data confirms the hypothesis that people recognize the
different aspects of information-gathering forms or styles, and use them according to their
needs, case by case, and in a complementary manner. Lastly, study points for future research are
discussed.
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