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A Study of the Competitive or Alternative Relations Between “e-mail” and “letter”
- An Analysis of People’s Recognition and Behaviour towards Communication Media -

Oe, Hiroko Sugano, Shigeki
Japan Post University of Tokyo

The main purpose of this research is to analyse the impact of this trend on the usage of the
traditional media “letters”. To do so, “ logit analysis method” is applied to the data set which was
gathered from the enquéte conducted in July 2005. Consequently, the odds ratio of the number of
transmission of e-mail to the existence of letter usage was about 1.00, and this is understood that the
relations between e-mails and traditional letters can be independent at this stage. This is surprisingly
opposing to our common sense that these two medias are alternative. But more deeply, perhaps this
output of the research might imply that these two media functions have been completed the stage of
competitive era.
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