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Recognition of Echocardiographic Images
by Active Contour Models
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12-1 Koyadai, Tsukuba, Ibaraki 305, Japan  11-1-4 Umezono, Tsukuba, Ibaraki 305, Japan

Abstract This paper describes an application of active contour models to the extraction of heart shape from time-
varying two-dimensional short-axis echocardiographic images. The approach is based upon modeling the boundary of
the object defined by an energy functional in terms of intra- and inter-frame constraints, and then tracking the object
boundary in consecutive image frames by minimizing the energy functional using dynamic programming in multiple
scales. Dynamic programming is carried out by using variable neighbors for cach model point; that is, we define
coarse neighbors at a coarse scale, and finer ones at a finer scale. Experimental results are presented for a sequence of

echocardiographic images taken from the standard image database SIDBA.

X key words  Motion Analysis, Active Contour Model, Energy Minimization, Dynamic Programming, Multiple Scale Images

—149—



1 FU®HIC

ERGHOBUNNFOL C GEMEOHYWATSH D,
ZOEBENIE. BWIC Lo THRRERE L5 3,
D) EBGYERERRE LT GLEL, 4%
Vo ) BRELBEICELEEZILNE, LIAL, 0
PHICHVWOLATWIHEBROE I, E2aH, ES
DRELALNDLDOPHAKRTH 2, 2D L R EHRER
2BV 5 IEMBEWEORIT /Bt B LA L
OPHRESNTWEA(L, 2,34, TALRZOEE K
BOLOIRBELRbDEE>TW A,

KERE T, BEROBES S OBREE - BHco
WTHRRZ, REFER, COL) 2ETLSCHEIC
BOTHEMBELE) OREH R I VTR LB
B SEE 7 (Snakes) [5] 12TV T W5, BIRYERE
ETFNVEFENMEREFI SR (B) WEOTFVTH
D, =B, WAL TERENRZRDE ) o F L F—
O (BA) REE LTHART 5,

ERIINF - = R AVE— + BRIV E-
+ BT R L X —

BERDLANF-HEBOERE L T, KDL RIS
BIFohb,

WE T 2 F— .. 1RE2RODATSA >
BT AN E— o Ty VEFY Sl
ﬂ‘%ﬁlﬁ‘\)lfﬁ—« vee AI%L:%%.E)'ZTQ%jJ

BEBHICETAEROBURET T VO AL ¥~
BEE, 7V-2AHADAXATERELSA, HOTL—LDH
RERDT V- AOMPEL LTHE 7 L— & B THEE
A7) Evio o, BlEAN (7L AW 2 EELE
WD ThHo . £72, ZITONERYEIL, BT L—
A TOBE - BRSNS 2HRICEE S, MERI
D2WTHE, HEYORBIHHEDYEELEL L
726 FLT, TEAME—B/MLOBEL LTHWAES
it BEMICAREE T, DRI S MBEF D - 72,

CHITH L Amini 5 [6] 1, =RV F—RMELOEE
ELUTHEIMEI B EA L, DURMOMBER Mk L7,
BRI EEE A RE LB E - ERA~OBEREE. 0
BREH GEE) 2K LbTLitdoTHREE 2 B,
LAL, #OFEERZBLETIVAE (Snake H) % n.
EEREAREmETHE Omm?®) Th Y, EEERA
BTN U CEEREIIREN AT 5,

EHOIBEI, 7V- 2B TEHRSNIIANE -
BEEALZAFHLVBNESETVEREL, 22 VE—

BAMEOFHEE LT, EEA 5 — VW TORWEHY: b &
AFTBIEICE>T, TRHOHMEOREERKE 7 [7).
RPECTEH, FERAr—VTOHMWEEEIC L 280
BREEFL 2 LBOEH T BT ENBHE GO EO
FEOTRAN - BHCEHT 5, REFHEE. WEo®B
BHRECHTZ2 7 V-2 ET V- ABTOHKH % =4
VE-BBELTEREL-GRBOEFVICETE, £F
Ar—VTOBWEEEr AV AV E—KMuic &
DXMEYEOBEEHML - BH T2, FERAF -V TOD
BRI &3, R — VI U CHEI O REE
BEEEMAIEEHOT, HORTF— L TRHEVEEE,
HMPVAT—VTIIMPVEEEEHREL, WA F5r—b
POMBPVRT =N E IRV E-ORMEEFT) b O
THbo CNIKLoTHEBTODEVEBRIIBVTH, Wik
DRELHE - ERICHRTEI LN TE D, KFHER
U 1R 7 — & X — X SIDBA[8] H #8350 E) T 1212
HHLAEERICOWTHRET 2,

2 EBREEFIL
21 IxL¥-BEOES

AP CE, BRBLCZOHE - BHIFESPLE
AL ENRELTWEI 20, LFOLI %
IRANMF-EEEEHEL [T

HHEZN BT HE R T I(z,y,1). WHEETNVOM
BEv(s,t) = (a(s,0),y(s,0)) ET 5o 7L, sIHE
i IS L BAERTH B, LT TRTE
IANF-HE, ERSIBETHY, oD st
BMOOBMELTCEBDOTRINF -2 EHT 5o w(i =
Lo, N, BLANVEF-HOBELTH 5,

(1) BT 3L % — |

AMIANVF—i3, TEFVEGOBEMERET SO
THY, LFTOZANVE-HE w3,

(2) BEBROBOPEEET [1RBLU2KAT
54 OMORA] [5:

Egpiine = {w1 [[vs(s, )] + w [|oss(s, )P} /2 (1)
(b) MIBRICHRT B7zbD [HEDHE] :
&mﬁi§u@@%@n—a@ﬁM&n} @)

() EHFEDEHBMEICEST 5200 R AHE
WL OH]

Egisr = we{d — oI}’ )

HL., W AmEgEoFHE

—150—



(d) ZV—LBTOEFLVO [BHE - BHOEREED
"l

Econtiuuity = Ws {x?s + y?s} (4)

T, BEAuw, s DFREEZA T LITLo T, Wi
BET N (w; > 0,ws > 0) PWREE T (wy > 0,w3 >
0) % BIRNTAHZELFTE 2,

(2) BRI FLF—

HEIAVF—id, WEPOOBEERETSIOT

Y,

(e) BIHBOKEHI IV POKRESHLEES
na [y PRFV VY VOE] -

Fegge = —us ||V 1(2(s, ), y(s,0), OI* ()

(f) 7V—LBTOMNBKO [H15 SREDEH] :
Eintens = wr Ildl(z(37t),y(5$t)at)/dt“2 (6)

2Hw5,

B, HMBMIZNF—ZHVEV, LR ()~ o<
AVFE-HDI B, (d), () B LT (e) DB I B OS5
B7LV-—sHMTEREN, ThOHUMET7L-2WTE
BEINBIRANF-Th b,

2.2 22 IxLF¥F-EAHoOBHIL

M CRRBHREEF NV EZHERETERT S /-
DIZ, WEEF VRN EFTERET 5. ZhicH
W, FLANF-HICBITAMSE, RO L) hESFR
TEMT 2 (B128) .

zs(s,t) = (2irn —2:)/h (M
Ys(s,t) (Yi+n —wi) /R (®)
Tss(s,t) = (Zipn — 22 + zin) /B 9)
Yos(5,8) = (yirn — 20 + yicn)/B® 10)

(
= z;+y; (
lossl® = &2, + 42, (
Ty5(s,t) = {z,(s,t) — zs(s,t — 1)} Jto (13
y(s,1) = {vals,8) —wsls,t = }/to (

L = I(a(s,8),3(5,),8) — I(als,1) — 1,(s,0),8)  (
1=l 6.0 s 0ls) 1)

7= I(2(s,1),y(s,1),1) —tI(x(s y(s,t),t —1) an

dI(z(s,t),y(s,t),t)/dt
_ I(z(s,1),y(s,t),t) — [(x(s,t — 1),y(s,t —~ 1),t — 1)
to

(18)

ZIZT,

to IXEF G M OBEE L RS,

T
EE
I(x,y,z)

e
FEE L7153 7
B BT TV

t0)

1: BIWEBHEFTIVORZEETORERIL

3 BEXF-ITOHMWEEEICLZI IR
¥—&/IMt

FICHERA LT, TEAVF-FRMLOFEEE LTH

BEEE A THRYEROLBHAS 2E & - £
BRESELDITE, TORKAHEIEL LH2LENFD
B, LAL, ZHIEEIEEOHEKEV) MERFI&RS
T COMBEEBRT L0, EEA S — VEEYH
WRBRERECL o T ANV F-RMEETT) (7)o

SEAr-VEBEE, BRORA Y-V o(BERE)
DHIY T 74052 BLTELNIEBR L EER
 (BBEI Iy F) Thh, Thickh, NR2ERY
POBHINEEGHICE L2 AT ENTE B, F77,
SEAT—VOEBZTREEI IV - OBEBFEKE
NTWB 720, BINEHHRICBTAEREEDOT TS
RETHILEN 2w, 22T, REMA (CoBe. &
BRHESOBBHEMELRT) 2RACRT LI CRAT—Vic
BLTHE (%, TEEBLRR) T2, 28, K
2 BVT, FLOBRA0OBHWEEELAT Y 7TO
BHHEHILIO~8DIHTHD, MBI, Ar—iT
BLTHRBRERETEILTS (0FVHVAF— LT
BESEbMTE) SLicky, BINETEEOSARE
EHRKEIEDLI L, RELBHE - BHRICEHIES
TERMRBILT B, FAT—VIKBWTHE, SBHEHIC
DWCH20 & ) B REEGLHRE L LBNFTEE L, &
BREPEREL <2 ETHRIET,

BB, EEDA VT A F—a Tk, AF—N
c%80 — 40 - 20 - 1.0 LESE LEDODFY Y
Tv-¥93y FRHIETS) . BATF—VTODIRIV
FRNREBEROZr— VOMPEMEE LU CEERICK
RERD, o= 10 TORRTRBERLE L,

—151—



(o[-
nEnenk

bo %

(- L] [+

EATES

H2: ZER 7 — VBB EHE OB R

AFETH, BEG»LWEOREL ML - BT 2
2B, RO LI BERNEFHS ZRA L.

1. 1 7V-A0WEBIIHL, (ITX%FsTFE
ARENT) EEOOHME? HHEL, 7L—24
NTEHREENDZANVF-DOBIREE LTHED
BREMET 5.

2. 27 L—-ALUTOHBIIHLTIE, EHO7L—
LDFEREMPNLEL LT, 7V—-2BTEHEEN
ABIANF-EHIM-T, TANF—F/MLIZL>
TEE LA - BEF Y 5.

4 BERUVRBEGRD> S OMIRME

REFELOBOES S MBE RGBSR CERH
L\%%%éﬁ@@mﬁﬁ%%%@%%@%%wm&-
BHCBT2EGUERT, T THRET HHERL
BEmGE, MEOBE rEERRTHETEIAMNARD
B, BRCECHWOR TV S, BIELELNEOT

tROEREADGEETH ), 2O (L) HELD -
DIZiE, ELEOBEBMN - BFASLETH B, £0
HEDEEDLEDIIINERABEL DD LR > TS [4),

REBROMRE R, BMEEET— 5 ~— X SIDBA[g]
Vol.701 @ 3 EDHEBE DN, B 1% (La— FHEE
2~ 37, F— %% NMO1 ~ NM36, 1/30 #hRIFECHeL 7-
IR AR EAMBBR) OEE T, 256 X 256 % &
¥y MOBKERIMTHE, LI (ELE) OBR
MWH - EBBRICBWT, B1 7 L—-ATHEBHOREE
FUVERBALZ (v <0,w; <0)e THid, MHFEELTH
HBEROCBRICOVTE, REHOEF VTN E Y
FAGCEEOMMREIrOEL (BB EMB T2 005 L
WD TH B,

B3ICARY &9, £9°. EHENMOLICBWT, A
WCERE L-MHME (RHAE: 20 5, 4BOKES
IV FEAVAEZANVF-BR/MUCE VELEORB*
W L7z 28, BB TORESIE, FBESHESEY o

DFELLECRB L), BREAOMCEERLEFSH
BHE L7 (WA 8, 13,20, 20) . Ric, & NMoO2
BIREE2WT, EWOEGORKRE L WEBELE L L, &5
TBEFL 72, HEENMOL 25 NM29 ¥ TOHKESOH
BICHTEHREEHUITRT, 2B, B2 7L— 2R
P2VTHE, 6=20,5ELFE22BOYIIYyFE A
W BRAEEL 7 V- s LARCEHEEL 2 BES
5, 0L BB ELEEEOHEBICB VTS IFIR
ELSEHESHL - BHSR TR EBbR s, Tk
RPL, FLEOHE G LETORERES X 2 0B EIRZEL
ERZHEEHHTIIENTE, BHCAHLLBORIRK
BELCHT 2 ERN L ERISB SN 5, Bsid, NMol ~
NM30 (22T, R (2) v CREIBICHE T A8 (O
B) OEROBMEFHRLERTHE, chickoT,
LDBDOBE - WMOBRT * EBHICEBLZ L TEEE L
D, BEMOZHICBT 5 EBHEEO—2L LTHRL
HHHSHEONG,

5 g

ARETE, FERATF -V TOHWEEEIC L2580
BHETFTVEEAEGELEOCST CREL SO HT

BERYOERTREWERO—BTd 5.0 oM
METKNBEEG2> S OBRIME - BECER L7,
AFETE, 23INVF-RMLOBEL LTEER 7 —
NVTOBWREEICTERE, TERBAHROEZEL %
BATAHILIED, BEOZVHBZICBWTD, 4
MEDLBKRE 2B & - BERICHRTE 5,
REACERICES CRPERBET M, BEEat
B DEREE 2 5 OFEMAARR O & BEBITIC D K
CISHATEDLEZOND, SHROBEELEL T, BED
ECARBHCEARELTWALALVE-HOELD
W), BEBUICBOTHEYWTH AL L W) HHEIT X
BRI E AT T A LEND B,
B E

HED O HARE BRH BEMEEoSHK, LU
HRZEAHRBLHCERIIMEREL I LD ETH=HE
B (%R BMBFZERT MY R T AMAEE O BRICRHER
L¥9,

SEXH

[1] Herlin LL., Nguyen C., and Graffigne C.: “Stochas-
tic Segmentation of Ultrasound Images”, Proc. 11th

ICPR, 1, pp. 289-292 (1992)

—152—



area x 103 [pixels]

4.50

4.00

(b) MG

(c) WAGAR

3 EE NMOL 2317 5 B 5l il s 5

41 WEEBEAEE (E % NM01 ~ NM29: 8 EE 7— %)

_—t

~

\\

~

//-—f‘

S

v

/

T——

B5: WABICHTA-FEMOEH O (BB NMo1 ~ NM30)

10

15 20 25

—153—

30

frame No.



[2] Duncan J.S., Owen R.L., Staib L.H., and Anandan
P.: “Measurement of Non-rigid Motion Using Contour
Shape Descriptors”, Proc. CVPR, pp. 318-324 (1991)

[3] Cohen L.D. and Cohen I.: “A Finite Element Method
Applied to New Active Contour Models and 3D Recon-
struction from Cross Sections”, Proc. 3rd ICCV, pp.
587-591 (1990).

(4] WHEZ, IWWAME: “DPEAEIC L 2BSELE
B & OB, E55% (D). IT1-D, 4, pp. 678-684
(1988).

[5] Kass M., Witkin A. and Terzopoulos D. : “Snakes :
Active Contour Models”, Int. J. Comput. Vision, 1, 4,
pp. 321-331 (1988).

[6] Amini A.A., Weymouth T.E. and Jain R.C. : “Using
Dynamic Programming for Solving Variational Prob-
lems in Vision”, IEEE Trans. Pattern Anal. & Mach.
Intell, PAMI-12, 9, pp. 855-867 (1990).

[7] BEAER, BEEM, LWANE : “SEXr— VER
TRV OB R IR 1B LSRR L,
CV78-4, pp. 25-32 (1992).

[8] Onoe M., Sakauchi M. and Ohsawa Y.: “SIDBA 82
- Standard Image Database Vol. 7 Special Version -7,
MIPC Report 82-1, Univ. Tokyo (1982).

—154—



