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Evaluating Japanese Text Entry Methods
by Practicing with Passages from Dramas and P oems

lzumi KIMURA

Department of Information Science, Tokyo Institute of Technology
2-12-1 Ookayama, Meguro-ku, Tokyo 152, JAPAN

Japanese text entry methods are evaluated by observing the way a novice user types memorized
texts, with the author serving as the subject. Two methods are tested: (a) romanized typing on a
Dvorak keyboard with phonetic-to-ideographic conversions; and (b) the two-stroke” method by Ohiwa.
For now, we concentrate on the first impressions; quantitaive analyses are left to future research.
Among the findings are: (1) romanized Dvorak typing is surprisingly easy to learn for a user
accustomed to romanized gwerty typing; (2) the lower redunduncy of two-stroke typing can adversely
influence nonprofessional users with respect to errors; and (3) texts drawn from dramas and poems
can be much better than "silly” texts customary with typing textbooks, especially if the student is
of a higher age.
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