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PilotMail: A Group Conversation Based Mail System

Satoshi Ichimura Shin-ichi Hiraiwa Yutaka Matsushita

Faculty of Science and Technology, Keio University

3-14-1 Hiyoshi, Kohoku-ku, Yokohama, 223 JAPAN

In this manuscript, we propose the mail system named "PilotMail" which supports
various group conversation models through applying the Object-Oriented model to
group communications and regarding exchanges of electronic mails among
members of a team as message passings among objects. The principal aim of this
mail system is to prevent occurrence of a "misunderstanding” which is frequently
produced through group communications and to realize the communication
environments in which users can communicate with one another as if they were in
the same place. For this purpose, we followed and examined the technique which
prevents occurrence of a misunderstanding and also applied the
forwarding-mechanism of an information processing procedure and also applied
the structured-mail technologies to exsisting electronic mail systems.
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TO: AgentSet input.
SUBJECT: String input.
DATE: Date input.
TIME: Time input.
PLACE: Place input.
PARTICIPANTS: | AgentSet input.
TOPIC: String input.

K2 F7arvbFryrFr—©t

DATE: Date today addDays: 3.
TIME: Time input.
PLACE: Place input.
PARTICIPANTS: | AgentSet input.
TOPIC: String input.
TO: PARTICIPANTS.
SUBJECT: TOPIC.
NOTIFY: PARTICIPANTS dolt:
[Schedule
notify: SUBJECT
date: DATE
time: (TIME subtractHours: 1)].

K 3: fTE®ROF L=}

DATE: March 15, 1991

TIME: 13:00:00
PLACE: Matsushita lab
PARTICIPANTS: | Matsuura, Tsukada, Hiraiwa
TOPIC: TCW meeting on new mail
TO: %(Matsuura Tsukada Hiraiwa)
SUBJECT: "TCW meeting on new mail’
NOTIFY: %(Matsuura Tsukada Hiraiwa) dolt:
[Schedule
notify: SUBJECT
date: DATE
time: (TIME subtractHours: 1)].

X 4: F—s ANEDOF T L—F

To: Matsuura, Tsukada, Hiraiwa

Subject: TCW meeting on new mail
FROM:(Agent)%Ichimura

CLASS:(MailClass)Meeting Anouncement
DATE:(Date)March 15, 1991

TIME:(Time)13:00:00

PLACE:(Place)Matsushita lab
PARTICIPANTS:(AgentSet)%(Matsuura Tsukada Hiraiwa)
TOPIC:(String)TCW meeting on new mail
TO:(AgentSet)%(Matsuura Tsukada Hiraiwa)
SUBJECT:(String)'TCW meeting on new mail’
NOTIFY:(Proc){Schedule notify: SUBJECT date: DATE time: (TIME subtractHours 1]

5: BF A4 vThkEhsF—4
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FROM: %Ichimura

SUBJECT: "TCW meeting on new mail’
DATE: March 15, 1991

TIME: 13:00:00

PLACE: Matsushita lab
PARTICIPANTS: | %(Matsuura Tsukada Hiraiwa)
TOPIC: 'TCW meeting on new mail’
NOTIFY: [Schedule

notify: "TCW meeting on new mail’
date: March 15, 1991
time: (13:00:00 subtractHours: 1)].
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