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An Interactive Specification Acquisition Method
for Software Design

Kouichi SASAKI, Kazuyuki GOTOH, and Yasuko NAKAYAMA
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Toshiba Corporation

This paper describes a specification acquisition method used in PlantBASE, an
automatic software design system for plant control. In this method, a plant model
is first provided with the knowledge about behaviors and functions of each machine
composing a target plant. By referring to this knowledge, PlantBASE recognizes the
physical structure of the target plant from the specifications given in the form of tables
and diagrams and generates a flowchart of machine operations, thereby reducing the

cost of describing the control sequence for the plant.
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