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User Interface for Primary Information Database Systems

— A Report based on Trial Service of Electronic Library System —

Jun Adachi

NACSIS, Research and Development Department
(National Center for Science Information Systems)
3-19-1 Otsuka, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 112 Japan

In this paper, we discuss the design issues of database and user-interface of practical database
systems for digitized primary materials, based on the experience at NACSIS which is providing its
electronic library system of scholarly information on the internet.

First, the implemented primary information service system which is called NACSIS-ELS
is described in terms of design criteria and information retrieval functions. Then we discuss the
architectures of browser and its design concepts, and cvaluate the browsers on the intcrnet. This
discussion Icads to the issues of user interface design of digital library softwarc.
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