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Vehicle Routing Problem is a problem to find the minimum total cost routes of
trucks delivering goods from the depot to the customers. It has various practical
applications such as truck delivery scheduling for convenience store chain. Since it
belongs to NP-hard, many researches of approximate algorithms, mainly focus on
comparison among several methods, have been made. However, it is still not obvious
how to design one effective method. v

We have made large amount of experiments of Tabu Search and have found several
factors which affect the behavior of the search. Our result provides a good indication

in designing effective approximate algorithms to meet their own purposes.
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procedure tabu_search

t:=0

zo 1= Y L PR

Tpest = X0

Zi=¢

while fZ1E %4 # yes do
Zt4 1= move(z;)
=:=2U {z:}\{ze-1}
t:=t+1
if f(zt) < f(xpest) then

Tpest *= Tt
return Tp.s
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