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A Note on the Character Objects in Common Lisp

Masayuki Ida
Aoyama Gakuin University
i Morinosato Aoyama, Atsugi, Kanagawa Japan 243-01

This note is on the character object specification of Common Lisp.First,
the current definitions and their awkward are described. Second, the
related E-mail discussions are summerized. As the results, this note
gives the following two points:

One is on the specification of character data type itself. Font—
attribute is not supported by the community. Though there are objections
for its existence, bits-attribute has its role, independent from keyboard
design.

The other is on the conversion among character, number, string and
symbol data types, which are defined as disjoint. The current provisions

are irregular and asymmetric. The extension of Coerce function is propo-

sed in CLOS as an integrated specification for the conversion.
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