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Character codes used in programming languages

Eiiti Wada
Department of Mathematical Engineering, University of Tokyo

Bunkyoku, Tokyo 113 JAPAN

For programs in hardware representation to be input into computers, graphic character sets (and
their codes) must be defined. Even when the syntax is defined strictly, it is relatively easy and often
permitted to expand the character sets for literal constants and comments to include kanji and hiragana
characters.

Character sets used in historical languages are surveyed. Then structure and related issues on
ASCII code is discussed. Several 8 bit standard character sets are now being prepared which are likely
used in programs. Structure of Shift JIS code is finally discussed and it is recommended not to use the

Shift JIS code in programming environment.
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