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Delay Minimization Technique in Zero-Skew Routing

Masato Edahiro
C&C Research Laboratories, NEC Corporation

Abstract Delay minimization methods are proposed for zero-skew routings. A delay-time estimation
formula is derived, which can be used as an objective function to be minimized in zero-skew routing
algorithms. Moreover, the optimum wire width is formulated. Experimental results show that our
methods with a clustering-based algorithm achieve 50% reduction of the delay time on benchmark
data with 3000 pins.
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VLSLiZB T2 70y 7 BEEHENICHEN, 7
Oy 7ERANIZETETEBEIIR>TWS, A
Fa— kYT IEMARICOVTIET TIZHR
RINTWVDN[24]), BEEMEIZDOWTIRVE
FIZELVWHETH S, INETIRESERES/N
{BIZDVWTIRSE S OMERDHED 4, 5, 6, 7, 11,
13, 14, 18, 19]. MEBES/MEIZ >V TIFFELLA
RENTWVWAEY, REBRELREEIIEE DS
2, ITNETTHRLENARERRRENMEFE
THBI FARY) v IFik [13, 14] PREEIE
BEESMEFELEZDZENTESLN, 70
BEEIZDh> TR,

=Y, BEER/MEICIXTEHZEE RENKRE
Thbd, EHEEIZI>VTIRESALARLNT
WwaH (2, 3, 8 16, 21, 22, 23], —f#k®D RC
EFNVIZEISEBERS A NIZEHELTVS
REOMBERBROREY IZHE LV, KR TIE.
AFa—h¥YOILTHEBIIBOTHALZIHER
EEREAMRALZEL, JOBEREXTIE. BB
CEALT 2T NVCHELSINAZE RC ETIV
(distributed RC model) Z 3 [3].

ZUT, ERERER2HAVCT 2EEHOREL:
T7%5, T LEREXN L BESEEORYIZEN
B U, BREOBRMET VIV LR/ WS,
WIZ, AFa—%¥ORT5EBIISVTEES
B/AMET 220 0RBRAEICET AN 21742
3, TIZ T ETEMLZEBERBERNS AT
OB L UTKBENEERER O L 2RT. #
kZ OEAESBECREICIZO L DR ENIT
BHNTELDI[3, 8], FFXTRET HERES
HiLlE, AFa—%2tFOLdAEBICETLIED
DERLTH D,

RYFI—=IF—& (17, 24] R V- ERE
BT RRXBELBLTVEIRRBERMET IV
TY XA 18, 14] T LT, RRXTRETS
BES/MEFEEHVSE I EIZEY 10% 25 50%
DBIEHIFREER T /=,

2 ¥O-RFa-—FE

2.1 EE

T7UTIMNEF v &, nfADT7 7 A VIRT
DEE S = {v],v3,...,v3} BEXLR TR,
v, BRREUT S 2 nHOEDOHEETHL D AR
240w I K (clock tree) W3 (K1), BATFTIE
BBIZ7 777 hETFER (root), 771>

N »

S )
3 4 5

L MR v, EOEE S = {v],v3,...,v} 2F
278w Ik

T %R (leaves) L& X, £AH270vIKRE
DHEiIR v BRE UEBIREEX 2R TOHRY
ROEDEE %R S, L#EL, IbIT. KWXTIXY
OvIRIZ2HRTHD I L R2KET D, LEL
HEANEELUTEMT L2 80RCRLB2VEARIZ
Fahd,

ZIT &BE v IIHUTABHERE (load capac-
itance) C(vi) MEXLNBEDLET S, L
TENHE v TORFERE (load capacitance) %.
v R TEMAIRTORBETERT D, 4B
MABLIE. S, TOARHAR L PBAIRADERE
BLOMTH D,

IDEEHEZLNARLEEDESIINTIE
0 A% a1—F# (zero-skew routing) %. FE»
LIRTOEETORBEENEL 2D LO %
sy I RTEETS, ZOEEPL, ¥ - 2
Fa—REDVTHOMR v El-TH, v»
5 S, ICBTHITRNTDEE TORBELITEFL <
%5, TOBEE v S OEEBRBIE (propagation
delay) T(v) &PER, ZE o} IZHUTIE 7(vf) =0
75,

2.2 EB8EFALITYXA

AE T, YO AFa—MREOHRA v 128
VT INERE r(v) & Cv) KET2X%H
o w1 & vg BZUOYIRIZBEITD v DFET
5, ifl'.\ 11 (l_)_) & Wi (’wg) v YY) U1 ('UQ)
NOEMRLEBRTELTH, LI, r& c i
e, BAE:2FHOEBOEBKRIET S L UERE
BL3h, TOLE EREEINLTR2ETNV
(3, 22] #AVB & (K2)., O AFa—ERIZ
BB r(v) & Clv) RROREMET S [24].
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W,
AN 1y oy s
1 T(v) Sv,
Cllwl (:llw1
v 2 2
= 1y =
W, v, C(VZ) leaves
MM l ‘5("2) S,
clywy clywy 2
2 2

2. v IZBIBRYO - AFa—HEIITs 12
EFN

) = (B4 o) + 7w

e (01221”2 4 C(w)) +r(0) (1)

C(v1) + C(vg) + c(lywy + laws) (2)

C(v) =

ZDEEFEBELILIEL HOHUDBEM[NE
HThduvy & vy 8ZTNThRETE2HOY
O A% a—ER1EHY. BRIE v, w BE5EX
LHNTWBIFIZ, EREOREAVWSEZ LIz,
v, Ve DT, B2 v RRETR70v7KNBY
£5%, iR v OEGEENERRHTHETES
ZE&THB [4, 6,9, 10, 15|, D, HiH v OE
FEEZROZHEEZ, €0 AFa—HE (zero-
skew merge) & k&,

GE2O0NAMEEIIHTIED - AFa—EE
i, RhAT7Y ST n—-1EHOYE - AFa2—f&
KEOoTEKTEDIEHONT VD [4, 6, 11,
19, 24],

3 BERME

AEFITIE, HOEMPLHERINTEY, DR
v, BETTARTORAIIBITS C(L). () »BR
(1), @) 2AVTHEILTVWSED - AFa—
BRMIZDOVWTE RS, £A20F0 - AFa—K
MBI TOeARSAEBEEO /Oy I RS
NIZEDTRSATENATHWBIEDLT S,

UFTTRIDEFNDLETOBERBRILEE
T3, BEARBEE LD, £¢. ERA v Iz
BOTHEZNIERFBRERT. ZOEKS

SATURATION

LINEAR

B 3: I TFH)RMRRICEIT 2 SMET NV

BRIt ARAR C(v) L. FAEE r(v) 1Kk
TRING,

EE 1 »3¥0 - 2Fa—RBET. A v
. S, IEENDE vf KBOTRORXDKILT
3,

dv(vg)

Ve = v+
1) = o) (@

2L, V(v) ¥ I(v) I38E v ICB 1T 2 EEME Y
EWRETH S,

BHEIE [12] IKRENTVWD, ZDLE, EE50T
LTRW) REORBIE ¢ 1. EERoRNB L UHEE
#1722 nMOS hZ VY22 D 1 BEELIR (23] (K 3)
EAVCTROLSIZHETES [12).

C(v,)
tr ~ 3.7
/ B:.Vpp

ZIT, Gpidoay I RSANAD nMOS b5
VIARDNT AR TH B, irb EMNYRRIZHE
UTERARICEHETE S,

F7/., CMOSHEHBIZHWTIX. HADNs
BY AL TADEENBERE 2 XRET50
T, BERMIZSZS EBD /IS TFHADE-O 2
SD1LUTEBTES 23, #->T. BEIRK
DRI >TRELDZLNRTES,

+ 1.47(v,) (5)

to~ 18520 o) (6)
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BEND L 8B, @i, BEEHETEER
BEMVNILBRBEDY— MDA Y FIRERD
B 723, BRERBHEHIZBVWTRELEONALD
LEBETE L ANEELD—RATEINZ LK
ET DL, BRBVLIFETDIIENERD,

LT T, BIEICB VTR 2BEDELHE D,
BiE OB E UTAKBHNBRER LR DI L 2R
7.

4.1 TERBBETN

'th . X#‘J"Eaﬁ.t—‘c‘ U1 & Vo %?‘tj—é

WAHE v IZDWTERDS, I (L) & wy (wo) & v
N5 v (1) NOEBOEBREDS L URBREL T
5, ¥/, ZITRERYO - AXa—EERIZRNA
TYTIZERL T EDETE, Tabb, o
L ovy OFEEFEIRSOPCHEHRINTHEEDL
U. Clu). Clva). 7(v1). 7(vg) IZDWTEME
PHEINTWEEDLTS, ft>T. Zhbd
IR CTRERERRTIENTES,
-ET, MDATY T LT v DEEE 2KRD S
BEVRHS, ZOL ZEBERELE, BEE ¢,
EUTEETD, ZIT. I b BXT v DFE
BEER, SRESELCsVTIZuw & w, OB
LUTRINDILIZEENBETH S,

73:33\ Eé I % V1 & () Z@EE%E bfﬁ
#U., Wnin 27O ATHEINIEBOB/NE
LUTEERETD, LMY LELDELERTD
B, THi, R v, OHIA v ETOTARTOR
MRS p IUBIT5 (EER/ERE OOz
R, &L, T&bb,

length of p

R, = width of p

> (7)

pe{path from v, to v}

ZIZT. YO AFa—ERERNATY TIE
KB EL®2FEELAEZDT, R IXFE>THEE
TERVETHZ, LrLENL, KHXLTIE R,
@flﬁliﬁﬂ'y 7*0)%%‘ U1 b () @ﬁZﬁiPBiﬁ

HUABETH Y. wy. w, LRI THD EHET
%, ZOELDFEIZDNTIE 12] BV THR
EhTwd

T, BEBE t; MROKUIZEL>TRINTWVDS
HLDET 3B,

C
ta = o /3‘(/1) )+ as (8)
ZZ T, Q1. Qo O3 ‘iiﬁ—ebéo Eﬁgﬁmﬁﬁ

ﬁ(ﬁ) Tid., Q) = 1.85. Qo9 = 0.7, Qg = 0T

Holz, Eh, FEHTIRB=0,=06, THdZ &
ERETD, COLEX(1) & (2) EAVD L,
B IE tgidwy, w, OFBE LTROLD IZES
Wzohs,

falun, we) = (5?/00

3 1
+aar (c; ! w(vl)) + const (9)
1

+ asrcR, > (11w1 + lg’u}g)

4.2 BERHIE
KETIE, R(9) POEBERBELEL, 13U
DIZRBHWEREDOEE L RY, TOEHETIE2

BEOFRGEEAWS, 7, BEE v, & w 13
BU/NECARIE wonn A ETRIFNER SR, 20
S3HDTHD, WIZ, L1+, =1 2&Hfr$35,
vinb v BET vy AOEBREOH I +1, 12 v &
vo LOFEHE | A FRIZ I LIXTERY, #-oT,
ZOFKEHETIMIPEFTARETHDRY., Z
N ZODEMBIEI BB KRIRNREME L
85, ZOBEDETHREDCEMSELIZ . 1, DI
BAMTHD, ZOETHAEECODVTIR BITE
EbiFTrfFRS,

EE 2 (Eﬂﬁﬁﬁiﬁ(b) Wi, We Z Wmin 3’34:0 [ =
I+l OB LTI BB ty(w, wy) IZRDBFIZK
BRHBEE RO,

w1=w2=w*=

(v1)C(v2

) aar
max (wmm, \/B—?;%+agrc}%v (C(v1)+C(v )) (]‘O)

ERDEMIFCN U THRBRIZKD LS 2RI

(7(v2) = 7(v1)) + ri(S2) + &)
r(cl + —CL’?’ + —Cl(uvf))
-

(11)
(12)

5 =

AN [12] 2H B, T THEHERZI LK IO
REREREIL [20) KRN TV BERE
(delay sensitivity) 2 8/MET 5, BERKE LI
Eﬂ%&vﬁa@@%{tc:ﬁ’é‘éﬁﬂmﬁmfﬁ*@&)')‘ 7
ABBIIH T 2RELERDZZENTES, L
nﬂ‘»i}"b?ﬁ.jﬁﬁ%%ﬁﬁgli Qﬁi = 2 =9
[12] R TEDT, ELﬁEiﬂmmLOT@
5, IO FRXTRET > RERREIT
BESNTHD LABIIREEEEEOEVED -
AFxa—FMTHEILERLTVD



XT, wiz¥o - 2% 2—ERIIB T 5 5EE
BIELERMET 2, FROEHETIX . ) DFEH
HEEERIZANTO RO, ZIT3IEHR
DEBENITETIHENH D,

Case 1: [I} > 1 (I3 < 0)]
ZOHGEITIE. BER/MEDEDITRE I, =
0. T4abbv=v LTOIBEFRDHS, IO
LER(11). (12) £V HD wi <w™ THL
TRORMEILT B,
C(u)

7(v2) — 7(v1) = rl(é—l + wF )

THhiZH U T 2BEDEET T T 5.

Case 1.1: [w] < W]

ZOHEEIE. OHLRIEBE (> wmin)
%m‘/‘f%‘ T(UQ) - T('I)l) Ojﬁiﬁj{g
BE. I=0L+1 DEHEOTFTTIEYED -
AF a—-ERIZEBLNRD, EDREDIT
v b v (= v) ETIEHRE (detour
wire, [ XV HRVEHR) #E> BEN
LS, BEEMEOZOITIE, TEE
BORIIEETRTNERLY. 20
DI wy = Wi TRIFNIERLZ
VW, R (1) &V, FEEEBRORSE [ 1R
DORIZE>TEES If 1Tk,

7(vg) = %(lf’)z + %lf + 7(v;)

min

Case 1.2: [w] > Win)
COBETIE, BHIE v = wf BV
I LTk oTEEEREED BREITR
W, FLT, ZOBEPEBE2R/IMET
BIEMHHATES, foT L =1B&
¢ wy = w PHILT D,

Case 2: [0< [} <I»D0<;<]
ZDFHE . ERTROEKIRITERPE
ITARETH 2 - ORERMIB L THIZNT D
ﬁaﬁﬁ‘i W) = Wy = w*, l1 = lr\ lg = l;
TH5,

Case 3: I3 > (If < 0)] Case 1 L[Hk,

5 EHEERER

BEULAFEEXISAZY U THEIIEZED -
AFa—@BT7NVTU XA (13, 14] tHasbE

TEHEBERLA, 7TV XLIBIT2EHWHE
BIZIIBERER (6) R AVA, £k ERER
BAGIZIE o = 185, as = 0.7, a3 =0 2H
Wi,

FARNUABRRETVIZIR, ERESHhEYDO -
AFa—EBOW v, IV NN—22ERELEY
DERAWE, BEBEIEZA V-0 ATEBREZ

(50% L RVEBEL B LEITBITS 50%
VRIVEBBEIHNOZIZE>TEHEIL -, ZOE
i, R(6) Kk>TRELONDL, A, EHE
HEITR v, LEIZBITIEBRLDEIZL > THE
h., ZOMEIE r(v,) KEo>TRBELNS, K
SATTBAVNRA=RIHUTIE, B,=8,=56
[mA/V? W, E5IZ Vpp =5[V] 2EEL

EERTIE RETIEES/MEFEEZREHRRE
BMETVTY XA (13, 14]) L& LAE, T4
IZRARYFI—2F—4 priml-prim2 [17] & rl-
5 [24] BHVE, BETHETINVITY XA [13, 14]
TIIB/MSREOAZ BVTWS,

Uiz, REEL2HAVWTIEEO7TVIY X
A, 1) BEBMES/METVTY XA [LM], 2) &
ERERA L HMWERE UTHAWEEBESE/NMET IV
IY XA [DM]. 3) EERERELLZEUEES
MMET NV TY XA [DM+WW], 2H&UZ, &
1 WERERERT, 22T TWL BREEBE.
EPD IJECHGEIE RME{E,. ETD 2B RMEET
»HD, MHEEIZ 7(v,) %, BEBEIIR (6) DfE
D 60% #ZTNTNRBEELLTVWS, £1 LVE
RIS E/ITESEEDOHIBIC KR ELRYRYH B
ZeWbhbd, ¥HIT, KERTFT—X (4 BXU
5) BV TIE [DM] id [LM] & & EEBIEEH
NEOH, WIZREBEIRIREVI XD, 5,
IO kit BERES/MPREES/NMEEIE
B3R HE I L2 RLTWS,

iz, SPICEEBY Ialb—4 [1] AW
REUAAREOESE2RT. X2 IRERE
[TWL]. EC#EZE [PD]. B [TD]. rnov
AFa— [SKW] ILH$T2RMELII 2L — ME
ZRLTWS, £2 XV, BAEDT—RILE
WTRBENY I 2 b — MEIKR LT 10% BRI
A2 T0BIeHbhd, XLITRETLIFIEIC
o T 10%-50% MBENRDPRLSBH>TNWE I L

LCORRIE (6) 13 [12] KBVWTHATATVS &S 6
KORBMELVENIWVEERDN, ILIZEBELRETIVIC
EOTHELTWS SPICE Y ab—Yav [1] E&Vh
XWEEERS, 22Tk SPICE OHRIZ&HLED-HIC
(6) DIED 60% D% RREEL LT3,



£ 1: 3EEOTNITY XA [LM] ([13, 14]). [DM]. [DM+WW] 239 S MEARR [TWL]. BARE
HERBME [EPD]. #BHE RS [ETD)

| #pins | | v | DM | DMrww)(/LM) |
priml | 269 | TWL | 131427 | 131125 | 131877 (1.00)
EPD 2.34ns | 2.75ns | 0.36ns (0.15)
ETD 6.35ns 6.53ns 5.60ns

(
prim2 | 603 TWL | 306053 | 315598 | 317296 (
EPD 8.97ns | 9.48ns | 0.99ns (0.11)

(
(
(

ETD | 15.90ns | 16.13ns | 12.77ns

rl 267 TWL | 1289004 | 1288488 | 1288597
EPD 1.13ns 1.23ns 0.71ns
ETD 2.05ns 2.09ns 1.91ns (0.93)

r2 598 | TWL | 2537488 | 2560231 | 2559898 (1.01)
EPD 3.58ns | 3.04ns | 1.51ns (0.42)
ETD | 4.79ns| 4.57ns| 4.06ns (0.85)

r3 862 TWL | 3227150 | 3286157 | 3266236 (1.01)
EPD 4.70ns | 4.50ns | 1.79ns (0.38)
ETD 6.39ns 6.35ns 5.40ns (0.85)

r4 1903 || TWL | 6588826 | 6661947 | 6657174 (1.01)
EPD | 14.92ns | 10.89ns 4.00ns  (0.27)
ETD | 15.70ns | 13.98ns | 11.58ns (0.74)

rd 3101 || TWL | 9867854 | 9994849 | 9952239 (1.01)
EPD | 33.42ns | 21.14ns 5.32ns  (0.16)
ETD | 28.89ns | 23.59ns | 17.60ns (0.61)
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#£ 2. THITY XA [LM] (13, 14]). [DM+WW] i3 2 REE [TWL]. EEEE [PD]. #EIE
[TD]. 8T r70Y 7 A% a— [SKW]
' #pins [LM] [DM+WW]

estimated I simulated | estimated | sim. ([LM] £ DH)

priml | 269 | TWL 131427 131877
PD 2.34ns 2.63ns 0.36ns | 0.37Tns  (0.14)
TD 6.35ns 6.31ns 5.60ns | 5.63ns (0.89)
SKW 0.00ns 0.00ns 0.00ns | 0.00ns
prim2 | 603 | TWL 306053 317296
PD 8.97ns 10.89ns 0.99ns | 1.0lns (0.09)

TD 15.90ns 15.93ns 12.77ns | 12.60ns  (0.79)
SKW 0.00ns 0.03ns 0.00ns | 0.00ns

rl 267 TWL 1289004 1288597
PD 1.13ns 1.35ns 0.71ns | 0.80ns (0.59)
TD 2.05ns 2.19ns 1.91ns | 2.04ns (0.93)
SKW 0.00ns 0.00ns 0.00ns | 0.00ns
2 598 TWL 2537488 2559898
PD 3.58ns |  4.58ns 1.51ns | 1.69ns (0.37)
TD 4.79ns 5.08ns 4.06ns | 4.15ns  (0.82)
SKW 0.00ns 0.00ns 0.00ns | 0.00ns
r3 862 TWL 3227150 3266236
PD 4.70ns 6.07ns 1.79ns | 1.98ns (0.37)
TD 6.39ns 6.71ns 5.40ns | 5.44ns (0.81)

SKW 0.00ns 0.01ns 0.00ns | 0.00ns

r4 1903 || TWL 6588826 6657174
PD 14.92ns 16.73ns 4.00ns | 4.44ns (0.27)
TD 15.70ns 17.10mns 11.58ns | 11.47ns  (0.67)
SKW 0.00ns 0.02ns 0.00ns | 0.00ns

r5 3101 || TWL | 9867854 9952239
PD 33.42ns 32.92ns 5.32ns | 5.83ns (0.18)
TD 28.89ns 33.23ns 17.60ns | 17.30ns  (0.52)

SKW 0.00ns 0.05ns 0.00ns | 0.01ns




