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A Compact Keyboard for Personal Communication

Yuji Kijima Shin’ ichi Ono Keita Matsumoto
FUJITSU LABORATORIES LTD. FUJITSU LIMITED

1015, Kamikodanaka Nakahara-ku, Kawasaki 211, JAPAN

This paper proposes a compact and easy-to-use keyboard for personal
text communication by phone. How to input characters on phones is a
difficult problem to solve. A novice to keyboards will refuse full keys at
first sight. One-handed keyboard proposed here employs simultaneous touch
of adjacent keys, and has 17 keys —- just 5 keys more than dialing buttons
of phones -- to input the Bnglish alphabet. Arrangement of characters
suited for romanizinngapanese makes novices easily find the keys.
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