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Evaluations of Pointing Methods

Haruo Takemura Yoshihiro Tsujino Toshiro Araki Nobuki Tokura
Faculty of Engineering Science, Osaka University
1-1, Machikaneyama, Toyonaka, Osaka, 560 Japan

Effects of controlling software for pointing devices are discussed Dbased
on results of an experiment. We picked up several pointing methods (a
combination of a pointing device and controlling software) for three
pointing devices - a mouse , a touch panel and cursor keys. Then, we
measured performances of each pointing methods on three pointing models -
menu selection, icon selection and text selection. The results shows that
there is a method to decrease workspace required for selection with a
mouse, and that cursor keys on menu selection have no worse pointing
performance than the other devices. It is concluded that the selection of
appropriate pointing'methods emphasize advantages of pointing devices and
diminishe disadvantages of them.
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