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ABSTRACT

A specification acquisition method of expert systems’ user interfaces is described. This
method uses examples as specification media with models of knowledge used in the specifi-
cation refinement process between the designer and the user. The system’s task knowledge
can situate each example in an appropriate context of interaction. The interaction technique
knowledge can provide an vocabulary in the example presentation and can constrain the pre-
sentation. A formal generalization method applied to example representation schemes can
generalize them to specifications. An experimental system based on this method can acquire
a schematic user interface of a real diagnostic expert system.
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