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Connotation Detection for Classical Poetic Japanese Vocabulary Using Word
Alignment Mismatch
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Bor Hodoscek (Graduate School of Humanities, Osaka University)

Abstract: This paper proposes a method for extracting the connotation of classical poetic Japanese vocabulary in the Kokinsha
from words misaligned between the classical Japanese poems and their ten contemporary translations. The method defines conno-
tation candidates of a poetic word as non-literal elements (misaligned words in a word alignment model) in the translations of each
poem where the poetic word occurred. The method is characterized with its transparency (we can check from which poem and
by which translator the connotation candidates occur) and distant readability (we can visualize the candidates in a network for
a bird’s-eye view). An experiment on classical poetic flora words showed that the non-literal elements extracted from misaligned
words were both functional words necessary for the realization of the poem in contemporary Japanese and the aforementioned
connotative words. In the network visualization, hubs were commonly supplemented non-literal elements among translators, that
is, commonly acknowledged connotations; periphery vertices were non-literal elements that varied among translators.
Keywords: classical poetic Japanese, translation, word alignment, connotation
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