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Plan and progress of a diachronic database of adjective senses and usages
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Abstract: In this study, we report on the concept of a diachronic senses and usage database for adjectives using
the Corpus of Historical Japanese (CHJ), and report on the current progress of the database construction that has
been in progress since last year. Until now, we reclassified the meanings of 10 words “fukai”(deep), “ui”(sorrow),
“hazukashii” (embarrassing), “takai” (high, expensive), and “yasui”(cheap), “katai(difficult)”, “itai(painful)”,
“kanashii(sad)”, “yoi(good)”, and “warui(bad)” based on the word sense classification of the “Nihon Kokugo
Daijiten”in the Heian and the Kamakura periods. Also we subdivided the previously classified usage and clarified
classification criteria. And we reclassfied the usages of five words, “fukai”(deep), “ui”’(sorrow), “hazukashii”
(embarrassing), “takai” (high, expensive), and “yasui” (cheap), and it is shown that there are changes in the
meaning and usage of terms depending on the era.

Keywords: Adjective, Meaning, Usage, Corpus of Historical Japanese, Database, Language Change
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