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Towards Design Support Using Design Processes

Masaki Hamada Hisato Adachi Toyofumi Takenaka
ATR Communication Systems Research Laboratories

Sanpeidani, Inuidani, Seika-cho, Soraku-gun, Kyoto 619-02

A method of storing and applying design know-how in problem domain by computers is dis-
cussed. First, authors describe the relation between the design subject constraints which are
crucial for design and design know-how. Second, the method of computerizing this information
is discussed. In this method, the design processes database, which consists of causality relation-
ships among design variations for each design subject characteristics, is built by gathering re-
corded design processes. Using the design processes database, design subject characteristics to

be considered and design result examples are indicated to a designer when he/she designs soft-
ware.
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