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HYPERTEXT-BASED SPECIFICATION DESCRIPTION METHOD
AND JUST-IN-TIME DESIGN WORK
IN THE DISTRIBUTED SOFTWARE ENVIRONMENT

JIRO OKADA

Software Technology Center
Information-Technology Promotion Agency (IPA)

Upper stream process works of software development are difficult to be performed efficiently in the
condition that each designer is located in the distributed environment. Most of software developm- '
ent’s works in the distributed environment were troubled in the backward jobs caused by the misund-
erstandings of specifications and timing-gap of amendments, above all in the above-stated upper
stream works. Because these works need high-densed communication for discussions and decision-
making among designers in the work process. In thispaper, we describe a method to solve the above-
stated troubles in the distributed software envionment. This method ,which is called "Card type spe
-cification description method " makes use of Hypertext's structure as the medium of requirements/
specifications description, and performs design arguments as non-synchronous electrical conference in
the distributed environment. Based on the above-mentioned method, we have developed a software
development support model for "Just-in-time Design work in the distributed environment". And we
have performed design experiments using this model in the distributed environment.
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