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Abstract

RE/Cycle is a tool that helps software maintainers to understand programs written in COBOL, PL/I, and
JCL. Many existing programs do not have specifications, which are indispensable for program understanding.
Even when specifications exist, they do not always correspond to the programs that they purport to describe.
RE/Cycle automatically generates from programs the diagrams (specifications corresponding to programs)
used in the Structured Analysis/Structured Design (SA/SD) methodology, and makes HyperText-like links
between them. This paper proposes a method for program understanding based on automatic SA/SD diagram
generation and HyperText-like links. It also proposes a method for program understanding based on automatic
restructuring.
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