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Creating a diachronic database of adjective senses and usages
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Abstract. This paper outlines the construction of a diachronic database system for adjective senses and usages
using the Corpus of Historical Japanese (CHJ), and reports on the results of trial word sense classification and
usage classification to see what problems exist in creating the database. In the trial, we classified the meanings of
five words, “fukai”(deep), “ui”(sorrow), ‘“hazukashii” (embarrassing), “takai” (high, expensive), and “yasui”
(cheap) based on the word sense classification of “Daijirin” in the Heian period, and showed that there were
biases in the meanings of words depending on the context in which they appeared, and that some words were
biased toward specific conjugations. As issues in the construction of the database, we pointed out the handling of
kakekotoba (pun in poetry) and the review of word sense classification.
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