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Historical Changes in the Typology and Characteristics of Endings in

Contemporary Japanese Romance Novels
Takayuki Shiratori / Hajime Murai (Graduate School of System Information Sciences, Future University
Hakodate)

Abstract: Although the love story is a very popular narrative genre, there have been few attempts to quantitatively
analyze narrative features.. In this study, 117 socially acclaimed romance novels were collected in order to clarify
the characteristics of contemporary Japanese romance novels. Then, the romance novels were categorized by
focusing on the ending, and examined how the proportion of each type changed by age. In addition, n-gram analysis
was conducted using the data with scene segmentation and narrative functions to extract frequent narrative patterns

for each chronological group.
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