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Abstract "Business method patent” was once the big talk in the Internet business. But now, the
interest in it settles down. However, patent is the only way to protect our business legally (especially
at the early stage of the business incubation), so it is still important. In this study, we take portal
servers for example, analyze the competence of business method patent and make it clear that business
method patent has only defensive meanings. Even if get one business method patented, the patent itself
doesn’t make competence. The reason why the patent doesn’t make competence is that on the Inter-
net almost all of business methods can substitute another way easily. Therefore, it is inadequate that
the corporate patent policy without strategic purpose. There is only defensive meaning to get business
method patented simply. Therefore, system engineer has to predict future innovation of business styles
and pursue pioneer invention that make competence to our business with full use of the information from
another department just like sales and planning. After that get the business style patented. This may
not be "new” conclusion. However, the analysis of business method patent and portal servers provide
some supports for the conclusion from the viewpoint of patent law.
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