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A Study for Plant’s Metaphors to Present Teleworkers' Emotions
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Abstract: Under the telework environment that has been increasing, some surveys report that “teleworkers’ productivity has
increased” and “teleworkers have more time to spend with their families.” On the other hand, some supervisors have concerns that
they cannot monitor the status of teleworkers and cannot provide mental care for teleworkers. An easy way to solve this issue,
supervisor asks teleworkers to turn on a camera during their work. However, there are issues of privacy and continuity of control
by supervisors. On the other hand, plants have been used as a metaphor to express human vitality in various fields such as
commercial purpose. In this paper, we propose a method using plant's metaphors to communicate teleworker's status to supervisors.
As plant's metaphors, we focus on three characteristics of plant: color, shape, and motion. And we conducted an impression
evaluation to associate these characteristics with emotions. As a result, we clarified the relationship between 12 types of emotions
and plants' characteristics.
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