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Abstract

In this paper, I would like to introduce the process of digitizing the historical documents of the
archives of the Grand Secretariat, being originally kept at the Grand Secretariat Storehouse in the Ch’ing
imperial palace, which currently housed in the Institute of History and Philology of the Academia Sinica,
started from 1937 in Taiwan. " Grand Secretariat Archive" has a lot of important historical materials for
studying the political system, society, economy, military, and law of the Ming(1368-1644) and Ch’ing
(1644-1911)Dynasty. There are over four thousand Ming(1368-1644) documents and more than three
hundred thousand volumes of Ch’ing(1644-1911) archival materials in this collection, including a large
amount of multilingual (Manju hergen, Mongolian, Tibetan, Korean language, Syria language, etc.)
important historical materials such as imperial decrees, edicts, memorials, tribute document, examination
questions, examination papers, rosters of successful examination candidates, documents from the offices
of the Grand Secretariat, documents from the offices for book compilation, and old documents from
Mukden.

The archives contain valuable source materials for institutional, social and economic historians.
They record general administrative activities and legal cases, many of which cannot be found in Ch’ing
legal compendia, and these huge historical materials have a digital archive of more than 27 million
historical materials images, including politics, command papers, titles, historical books, documents of
tribute countries, and other digital databases.

This research will report on the efforts toward the construction of this " Grand Secretariat Archives
" In the research, we are aiming to develop digitization of ancient documents and historical information

\l

research as the three aspects on " collection process, methods of restoration work / preservation and

nn

digitization about historical materials of the Grand Secretariat ", " quality management and resource
disclosure of digital documents ", " online education promotion activities of Grand Secretariat data." In
addition, we would like to improve various restrictions in the database and lead to the innovative

development of systems for digital history and Philology.
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