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A New Technique for Building Human Network in the COVID-19
Pandemic Era: Visual Search Interface for Exploring Users in the Space of
Tag Words About Self-introduction During a Virtual Event

KAORI FUJIMOTO™" MASAKI ISHIHARA
KENTARO TSUJI TOSHIYUKI YOSHITAKE

Abstract:

A manner of building human network during events, such as in-house social gatherings, training, academic conferences, and
exchange meetings, becomes virtual from onsite due to the COVID-19 pandemic. When event participants are in the same place,
the information that triggers communication can be obtained directly from the behavior or appearance. However, it is difficult to
obtain the information from a virtual event. Therefore, the sentence of self-introduction become an important source of
information about one’s personality and interests. There was a problem that it took a lot of time to find a person whom
participants want to communicate with. Since they need to browse a large number of people’s sentence of self-introduction. In
this paper, we propose a new visual search interface that enables to recognize user relations. We implemented the method that
extracts tag words from sentence of self-introduction and uses a layout manner that the similar tags are arranged to nearby own
tag, or different tags are arranged to far from own tag. This study contributes to build human network efficiently for the short
time even in the case of that the manners of searching users are various.
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