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Construction and meaning of practical medical terms

- Creation of a tentative word construction element lexicon -
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Medical records contain many synthetic terms, but their word structure is unknown. In the present study, we
analyzed the word construction and meaning of 7,194 compound words included in medical records. From the
results, we identified 5,787 word construction elements that were valid both semantically and syntactically from
a medical standpoint, established 93 different semantic labels to classify the elements semantically, and applied
these semantic labels to all word construction elements. An investigation of the position of the word construction
elements in compound words revealed that elements that came at the beginning of words most often were [55 K
P “congenital”], whereas the elements that came at the end of words were [f855 “injury”]. An investigation of
the frequency of semantic labels showed that [& {AFF. “body part”] appeared most commonly at the
beginning of words and [%i4: “disease name”] at the end of words.
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